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Following' pltasc find a 4 pagt Fourth Supplemental Information Disclosure Statement 
and 1 page fonn listing cited references in addition to this 1 page Facsimile Transmittal Letter. 

If a fee is required^ Commissioner of Patents is hereby authcsrized to charge Deposit 
Account No. 22-0350 for any required fees. To the extent that any petition is required to consider this 
communication, please treat this as such a petition. 
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Minnctonka, MN 55343-9185 
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Facsimile: (952)563-3001 
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I hereby certify that this correspondence is being facsimile tI^lnsmitted to the United States Patent and 
Trademark Office, Fax No. 703-872-9306, on November 23, 2004. 
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IN THE XINITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

In re Application of; Brian J. Brown, Michael L. Davis 

AppUcation No.: 09/599674 

FUed: JwJ»e 22, 2000 

For: Improved Longitadinany Flexible Expandable Stent 

Examiner: PanlPrebillc 

Group Art Unit: 3738 \ 


Mail St6p Amendment 

CQnmiissioner for Patents Docket No.: S63.2N-5605-US03 

P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

FOURTH SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 

Listed below or on an attached form listing the cited references and/or a copy of a 
PTO-892 form is information known to dpplicant(s). A copy of each listed foreign patent and 
each listed publicatidn other than U.S. patents and U-S, patent application publications is being 
submitted herewith, along with a concise explarLation of information in a foreiga language^ if 
any,T)Ursiiant to 37 C.F.R. §1.97-1 ,98, exc^t thatU.S. patents and U.S. pubhshed applications 
from which priority is claimed under 35 U.S.C. §120» and docu3nents cited in such priority 
apphcations, may be omitted from 1he enclosures pursuant to 37 C.F.R. 1 -98(d). Applicant*s 
submissioti of copies of unpublished U.S. applications docs not constitute a waiver of the 
confidentiality of such applications. As such, Ajjplicant requests that any copies of 
Unpublished US applications submitted herewith be excluded from the file wrapper 
pursuant to 37 C.F.R, §1.14. 

Apphcants respectfully request that the listed information be considered by the 
Examhier and be made of record in the above-identified applicatiorL If the foim listing the cited 
references or PTO-892 from a prior application is enclosed, the Examiner is requested to initial 
and retum it in accordance with MPEP §609- 

This statement is not intended to represent that a search has been made or that the 
information cited in the statement is prior art, or is or is considered to be, material to 
patentability as defined in §1 .56. 
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j,^^ 2 Attorney Docket No. S63.2N'5605-US03 

Applications that are listed on the accompanying fonn listing the cited references 
as related by priority are related by priority claim under 35 USC §120. Pursuant to 37 CFR 
§ 1.98(d), no copies of cited ait in a previous ^plication(s) to which priority was claimed need be 
submitted., AppUcant is providing copies of the fonn Hsting the cited references and/or 892 
foms ftom Jbese cases. 

L This statement qualifies as a no-fee Information Disclosure Statement imder 37 C.F.R. 
§ 1.97(b) or otherwise because to the knowledge of ttie imdersigned attorney it is being filed 
(check all that apply): 

_^ (1) within S months of the filing date of the application (other than a CPA); or 

(2) within 3 months of entry of the national stage; or 

^ (3) before the mailing of a first Office Action on the merits; 

(4) before the mailing of a first Office Action after the filing of a request for 

continued examination (RCE) under §1.114; 

(5) as part of a continued prosecution application (CPA); or 

(6) during the period of a suspension of action for a CPA under 37 C J-R. 

§1.103(b). 

X n. This statement is believed to require a fee or the submission of a certification under 
37 C.KR. §1,97 (c) or otherwise. If this statement is being filed after the latest of: (1) 
three months beyond the filing date of a national application (other than CPA); (2) three 
months beyond the date of entry of the national stage as set forth in §1.491 in an 
international application; (3) the mailing of a first Office Action on the merits; (4) the 
mailing of a first Office Action after the filing of a request for continued examination 
under § 1. 1 14; or (5) after the filing of a request for a continued prosecution application, 
but before the mailing date of the earher of a final office action under § 1 . 1 13, a notice of 
allowance under §1,31 1 or an action that otherwise closes prosecution in the application, . 
then: 

. (1 ) a certification as specified in § 1 .97(e) is provided below; or 

X (2) afeeof$180.00assetforthin§1.17(p)i5authorizedbelow,enclosed,or 

included with the payment of other papers filed together with this 

statement. 
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AoDlication No. 09/599674 Fourth Supptemental Informaiion Disclosure Statement 

3 Attorney Docket No. S63,2N'5605'US03 

iiL 57 CFJt. §L97(d), If this statement is being filed after the mailing date of the 

earliei of a final ofiBce action under §1.113, anotice of allowance under §1.31 1, or an 
action that otherwise closes prosecution in the appUcatioii, but before payment of the 
issue fee, then: 

(1) a certLfication as specified in §1.97(e) is completed below; and 

. (21 a feeof S180,00 as set forth in §1.1 7(p) is authorized below, enclosed, or 
• included with payment of other papers filed together with this statement. 
X IV. Fee Authorization. If any fee is due for consideration of this Information Disclosure 
Statement and full payment has not been submitted herewith, regardless of which boxes 
have been checked above, the Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge any 
additional fees associated with this commuiucation to Deposit Account No. 22-0350. 
The Comlnissioner is hereby authorized to credit any overpayment associated with this 
conmaunication to Deposit Account No. 22-0350. 

If paragraph or HI is checked^ also check one of the paragraphs below 

I hereby certify, under 37 CFR § 1.97(e)(1), that each item of information contained in 

this Information Disclosure Statement was first cited in a communication fixsm a foreign 
patent office in a counterpart foreign application not more than three months prior to the 
date of the filing of this information disclosure statement 

This communication was not received by any individual designated in § 

1 .56(c) more than tlurty days prior to the filing of the Information Disclosure Statement 

I hereby certify, under 37 CFR § 1 .97(e)(2), that no item of infbnmation contained in the 

information disclosnre statement was cited in a commuriication from a foreign patent 
office in a counterpart foreign application!, and to the knowledge of the petson signing the 
statement after making reasonable inqxiiry, no item of information contained in the 
iofonnation disclosure statement was known to any individual designated in 1.56(c) more 
than three months prior to the filing of the Information Disclosure Statement 

For the purpose of this certification. Applicant considers the PCX International Search Authority 

to constitute a foreign patent office. 
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without the appropriate box checked. Applicant requests that this Fourth Siipplemental 
Infonnation Disclosure Statement be considered nevertheless if it is timely submitted under any 
of the provisions of 37 C-F JL § 1 .97 or otherwise. Finally, if any petition is necessary to ensure 
cdnsideration of this Fourth Supplemental Information Disclosure Statement, AppHcant requests 
that this be treated as such a petition. 


6109 Blue Cirtle Drive, Suite 2000 
Minnetonka, MM 55343-91 85 
Telephone: (952) 563-3000 
Facsimile: (952) 563-3001 

ft\wpwoikMmu\D5605us03Jds_2004l I23.doc 


Respectfully submitted. 


VIDAS, AKRETT & STEINKRAUS 




-fames M. Urzedowski 
Registration No.: 48596 
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LIST OF PATENTS AND PUBLICATIONS 


ATTY DOCKET NO.: S63.2N-560S- 
TIS03 

APPLICATION NO.; 09/599674 

FORAPPLlCANt* S 
INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 
(Useseveral sheets if necessary) 


APPLICANT: Bristd J. Brown, MicihaeJ L. Davis 


FBLINCDATE: June 22, 2000 

GROUP: 3738 

REFERENCE DESIGNATION 


VS. PATENT AND PUBLISHED APPUCATIO^ 

r DOCUMENTS 

^EXAM'S 

miT. 


DOCUME3VT NUMBER 

DATE 

NAME 

CLASS/ 
SUBCLASS 

FUJNGDATE 
IF APPROPRIATE 


AA 

4,768,507 

9/6/88 

riscnell et aL 




AB 

6,468,302 

10/22/02 

Cox et al. 




AC 





' — ■ 


AJ> 







AE 







AF 







AG 







AH 







AI 







AJ 







AK 







AL 









FOREIGN PATENT DOCXMENTS 





DOCUMENT NUMBER 

DATE 

COtJP^TRY 


BA 





BB 





BC 





BD 





BE 






OTHER ART (Including Author, TiUe, Date, PertiDcnt FagftSj Ect.) 


CA 




CB 




cc 



EXAMINER 



DAIT CONSIDERED 



EXAMINER: TViit^fll if reference considtatA, whether or not citation is in conformance willi MPEP 609; Draw Luc Uuuu&li citauon if 
not in cw^f^^TiaTice and not considered. Include cnpy of ihia form witti next communication to appUcanL 


l.of 1. 
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